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HFD Announces Establishment of Decontamination Task Forces 

 
Today, the Houston Fire Department announced the establishment of a network of 
Decontamination Task Forces and trailers strategically located throughout the city that will enable 
the rapid deployment in the event of an accidental or intentional release and possible exposure of 
hazardous materials.  
 
According the Hazmat Coordinator District Chief Blake White, in the event of a mass casualty 
event, the HFD will be able to rapidly deploy these units to operate a network of denomination by 
`rapidly removing the majority of contaminants from the body and lessoning the toxic effects. 
This will preserve life and prevent the spread of the contaminants to unaffected areas.  
 
“Proper decontamination is critical to the overall mission,” said White. “It also aids in the 
prevention of possible contamination of the entire health care system. 
 
HFD firefighters began undergoing special classroom and hands-on training with the special task 
force trailers on August 8, 2006 and will continue training through mid-September. Continuing 
education will take place for all firefighters. 
 
Fire Chief Phil Boriskie pointed out that this will not only benefit the citizens, but also the first 
responders.  
 
“When we serve and protect the citizens of Houston, we must also insure and protect the lives of  
the firefighters, police officers and other first responders who respond to these incidents.” 
 
The Decontamination Task Force is one of several projects supported by the Homeland Security 
Urban Area Initiative Grant (USAI). During the past two years, the fire department has received 
approximately $3.5 million in USAI Grants, with about $500,000 funding this program. Other 
projects funded under the UASI program included the purchase of equipment, supplies, and 
training required to respond to biological, radiological, and chemical events as well as large 
structural collapse incidents. 
  
Additional HFD projects related to homeland security are currently in the process of being funded 
by the UASI program. 
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